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Message from the CFCAS Executive Director

Global warming is the major environmental challenge facing the world today and a significant factor in global secu-
rity. The effects of our changing climate weigh particularly heavily on the large portion of the world’s population liv-
ing a marginal existence in fragile ecologies. In a December 2001 statement, over 110 Nobel Laureates recognized this
‘combustible human landscape’ and called for nations to “persist in the quest for united action to counter both global
warming and a weaponized world.”

Countries throughout the world are increasingly experiencing unusual climatic conditions: Canada has just come through
its warmest winter on record and faces the spectre of regional drought in the months to come. A March 2002 workshop
(see report below) will result in a national Climate Science Agenda to help focus and coordinate Canada’s climate research
efforts in the years ahead.

Dawn Conway, Executive Director

KEY ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK FUNDED

In March 2002, CFCAS, NSERC and BIOCAP Canada
approved support for a major research network:
FLUXNET-Canada. Support over the next three years
will total $7.9 million. The network will examine the
influence of climate and disturbance on carbon cy-
cling in forest and peatland ecosystems, thereby con-
tributing to a better understanding of the role of
these systems as sources or sinks of carbon dioxide.
The work will support Canada’s efforts in global cli-
mate change. The network is led by Professor Hank
Margolis of Laval University; it involves research part-
ners from 14 universities, the Meteorological Service
of Canada, the Canadian Forest Service, the Canada
Centre for Remote Sensing and the provincial minis-
tries of forests or of natural resources of Quebec, On-
tario and British Columbia.

CFCAS-MSC Climate Research
Workshop

Leading Canadian experts and policymakers met in Ottawa
March 5, 2002 to discuss research needs and policy applica-
tions in climate science. Co-sponsored by the Meteorological
Service of Canada and the Canadian Foundation for Climate
and Atmospheric Sciences, the Workshop brought together
over 60 representatives of universities, companies, granting
agencies and government departments. Key speakers in-
cluded Andrew Weaver (U. Victoria), Doug Whelpdale (MSC)
and Barry Smit (U. Guelph). The participants used current
knowledge of climate trends as a springboard to determine
future needs. They also considered the policies, resources
and partnerships required to address these needs. A
‘Climate Science Agenda’ is in preparation, to help focus ef-
forts and coordinate Canadian action on climate change. The
‘Agenda’ will be available late summer.

CFCAS Data Management Policy

The CFCAS Board of Trustees has approved the following policy statement:
“CFCAS views the production of datasets for the general community as an important outcome of the research it
supports; such data sets are required to ensure the widespread usefillness and lasting legacy of CFCAS-funded work.
The Foundation expects grantees to collect, record, control and archive research data, and to make it available to the

scientific and professional community in a timely and open manner.”

(Provisional policy, March 2002)




2002 Competition

Grant Applications Under Review Grant Applications by Theme

The third CFCAS grants competition is in progress, Theme Area Applications
with 62 grant applications requesting a total of $18.6 | [.Climate Change 31
million. In contrast, 49 applications were submitted | [Air Quality 15

to the 2001 competition and 53 applications to the Extreme Weather 10
2000 competition. The results of the competition will Marine Environmental Prediction 6

be available at the end of June, 2002. Total 62

Conference on High ImpactWeather | Call for Proposals — CCAF

The Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR)| Environment Canada is calling for PROPOSALS under
hosted a conference in Ottawa, April 11, 2002, on the | the Climate Change Action Fund (CCAF), for research that
theme High Impact Weather - Heading off Disas-| will help develop scenarios of climate variability and ex-
ters. Sessions covered vulnerability to high impact| tremes. Deadline: 12 June 2002. See: www.ec.gc.ca/
weather, risks posed by extreme events, avoiding dis-| climate/CCAF-FACC/Science/callprop.htm

asters, and improving safety in dangerous weather
situations. The conference, which had around 100| Natural Resources Canada is soliciting LETTERS OF
participants, was co-sponsored by the Canadian Foun-| INTENT under the CCAF for research in the area of cli-
dation for Climate and Atmospheric Sciences and the| mate change and human health. Deadline: June 7,
Meteorological Service of Canada. 2002. See www.adaptation.nrcan.gc.ca/health_call.asp

Expensive Canadian Natural Disasters

Canada’s three most costly severe weather events

Ice Storm (1998) $5.5B - 16 deaths have occurred since 1996. The 1998 ice storm
Manitoba Flood (1997) $0.4B - A4deaths alone amounted to $5.5 billion in economic losses.
Calgary Hailstorm (1996) $0.14 B Severe weather damages paid by governments
Saguenay Flood (1996) $1B - 10 deaths around the world have been doubling every 5 to 7
BC Blizzard (1996) $0.2B years since the 1960s.

Winnipeg Flood (1993) $0.16 B

Calgary Hailstorm (1991) $0.36 B Source: The Insurance Bureau of Canada
Edmonton Tornado (1987) $0.15B

Droughts in 1961, 1979-80, 1984 and 1988 have also had a heavy impact and have cost more than $6 billion.

New Appointment at WMO New Staff
Dr. Leonard Barrie will take up the position of Chief of the Environment Division at Tim Aston joined the CFCAS
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), towards the end of June 2002. This Secretariat as Science Officer in
division is responsible for a number of initiatives, including the Global Atmospheric February 2002. Dr. Aston is a
Watch Program. The GAW program monitors changes in atmospheric composition professional engineer and has broad
globally and regionally, to assess their contribution to climate change and environ- experience of grants and contracts from
mental issues. Dr. Barrie is a member of the CFCAS Grants Review Committee both the public and private sectors. He
and is currently Chief Scientist, Atmospheric Chemistry at the Battelle Pacific North- will manage grants competitions and
west National Laboratory in Washington, U.S.A. After June 28, 2002, Dr. Barrie’s E- support the outreach and evaluation
mail address will be: barrie_L@gateway.wmo.ch activities of the Foundation.
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